
Minutes of a Virtual Meeting of the Brundish Parish Council held on Wednesday 4th November 2020 (7:30pm).
Present: Cllr A Bryant (Chairman), Cllr C Evans-Hendrick, Cllr N Parsons, Cllr C King, Clerk Mrs D Bedwell, District Cllr J Flatman, County Cllr M Hicks and no members of the public.
	Public Participation at Meetings: There were no comments from members of the public.


	

	BPC/20/55: To receive apologies for absence:  Apologies had been received from Cllrs C Atkinson, Cllr D Long and Cllr K Banham, and were approved by Council.


	BPC/20/56: To consider co-option onto the Council: It was resolved to co-opt Mr C King onto the Council, who then joined the meeting. 


	BPC/20/57: To receive any declarations of interest with regards to items on the agenda: None received.


	BPC/20/58: To receive reports from the District and County Councillors: Reports were received from District Cllr J Flatman and County Cllr M Hicks. Both Councillors answered a number of questions put forward by members about various local matters.


	BPC/20/59: To approve the minutes of the meetings held 2 September 2020: It was resolved to approve the minutes as true record of the meeting held: 


	BPC/20/60: Finance and Administration, including the approval of accounts for payment, receipts and bank balances, first and second quarter accounts and Audit:

· It was resolved to approve the accounts for payment as follows:
Payments: 

Clerk salary and admin. expenses                                                  £223.49

HMRC                                                                                                  £55.26

Came and Co. Insurance                                                                  £402.99

· Bank balances/reconciliations were provided as per details of the latest statements available.
· The Internal Audit was yet to be finalised and was deferred to the next meeting.
· The first and second quarter accounts were considered by members and approved.



	BPC/20/61: Planning: To consider any applications received and note decisions: 
DC/20/04497 Newtons Farm, Stradbroke Road- Erection of 3No single storey dwellings, garages, parking turning and landscaping (following demolition of agricultural buildings) (amended scheme to DC/19/03659). Following due consideration and the raising of a couple of enquiries (regarding drainage) which would be followed up with the planning authority, it was resolved to recommend the approval of this planning application. 
DC/20/04772 Old School House, Framlingham Road- Erection of a single storey pitched roof rear extension, replacement pitched roof to existing single storey flat and lean-to roofs: It was resolved to recommend the approval of this planning application. 

The meeting was paused for 2 minutes at 20:05 and recommenced at 20:07.

	BPC/20/62: To review and approve/adopt the following policies/statutory documents: It was resolved to approve all the listed policies with the recommended amendments and updates, as reviewed by the Clerk and Councillors.
a) Financial Regulations
b) Statement of Internal Controls
c) Standing Orders
d) Risk Assessment (General/Financial)  

e) FOI Model Publication Scheme
f) Electronic Communications Policy
g) Complaints Policy
h) GDPR related policies
i) Suffolk Code of Conduct


	BPC/20/63: Open spaces and amenities: To receive any updates on matters discussed at the last meeting and review progress:

a) Play areas: Quotes were still being sought for works agreed previously. Cllr A Bryant to circulate relevant details to members in due course.
b) Village pond: Following some detailed debate regarding the village pond, it was agreed that the licence previously issued annually to a neighbouring resident would not be re-issued and the resident would be notified of this; That whilst clearance of the play area was taking place, the area around the pond (which was overgrown) should also be done; And that the site would benefit from a bench (one was being held in storage and could be used for this purpose).
c) Village sign: An update was received from Cllr A Bryant on the refurbishment of the village sign. It was suggested that an amount should be held in reserves for future sign maintenance, as costs were significant.
d) Grass cutting: Cllr N Parsons had kindly been carrying out the necessary grass cutting on the green and suggested that an area near the entrance could be left to grow naturally as it already benefitted from wildflowers. This would encourage wildlife and provide a richer and more varied natural habitat. 

e) Footpaths: A brief update was received with regards to the village footpaths.
f) Highways: As above.


	BDP/20/64: To consider any correspondence received, including regarding Neighbourhood Watch and CCTV: All relevant correspondence had been circulated to members and there were no outstanding items.


	BPC/20/65: Reports from Councillors and matters for future consideration/addition to agenda: Members discussed recent break-ins and the possibility of creating a Neighbourhood Watch or Police Connect/CCTV in the village. The various aspects of the initiatives were briefly considered but it was clear that the administrative requirements and cost would make certain initiatives very difficult if, not impossible. In the past, there had been a reliance in the community and residents would let each other know where there were any matters of concern but the recent changes to GDPR had made it very difficult for personal data to be stored/managed in a way that was realistically possible given the small parish resource limitation.


	BPC/20/66: To approve meeting dates for 2021 and note date of next meeting: There would be a Finance Working Group meeting on December 3rd to discuss the draft budget and precept. This would be followed by full council meetings on January 20th, May 12th (for both APM and APCM), September 7th and December 8th 2021.



With no further matters to be transacted, the meeting ended at 8.45pm.

Signed:____________________  date:________________________________
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