District Councillor Report September 2025

August has been a rather quiet time, as always. No MSDC meeting and fewer Parish Meetings.
· On September the 15th, 6-8 pm, there will be an update re the developing plans for the LGR. We are approaching the 26th of September when the District Councils will hand in their proposal for three Unitaries.
· On this note, anyone can access the ‘Three Councils for Suffolk’ website. Updates will continuously be put there. The slogan most will already have seen, ‘Big enough to deliver, local enough to care’
· Between the 28th of August there will have been five meetings for District Councillors on this very topic. On the 28th there was a lot of discussion about the number of Councillors per ward in the new Unitaries. More than one Councillor would mean a bigger ward. Pros and cons were aired and in this group there was leaning towards advocating wards with one Councillor. This debate will continue and I would be grateful for any comments forwarded to me on this. The number of Councillors per Unitary is likely to end up between 60 and 70. The undertaking is expected to amount to wellnigh a fulltime job. Without going into detail at this stage it is safe to say that ‘Shadow Unitary year’ will be hectic, deciding upon a huge number of issues. Some people presently on the District Council may well gain a role in the ‘Shadow’ one as well. 
On the first there was a ‘teams’ meeting where the Deputy from a Unitary in Cumbria had been invited to talk about their experiences. Her Unitary comprises around 250 000 people. We were told that they could have done with an extra 6 months of ‘Shadow’. Noteworthy was the enthusiasm emanating from Lisa Hinton as her name was. ‘Once in a lifetime opportunity’

· The MSDC has restated the objections  to putting up the infamous pylons.#
· There is a ‘Better Recycling Newsletter’ and we are reminded that glass bottles and jars will be collected during 2026. Unfortunately no dates were given in the Newsletter.
· I have had no further news re the Connexin poles. The impression is that is has gone into a state of dormancy at present.
· Finally, I still have some money in ‘my till’ so if anyone has a good project for the local community, do feel welcome to come forward. Olivia Hart is a good Officer to get in touch with.

Best Wishes,
Anders Linder

