
1 

 

 

 Minutes of the Meeting of Brundish Parish Council, held on 23rd January 

2014  in Brundish Parish Rooms - 108 

 

 

 

1 Councillors 

Present: 

Anthony Bryant, Chairman, Tony St. Quinton, Celia Drakard, 

Helen Gillingham, Gerald Western, Mark Hitchings, Roy Blyde 

 

2 In attendance: Christine Smart, Parish Clerk 

Matthew Hicks, County Councillor for Thredling 

Division (Arrived at 8.20 p.m.) 

 

 

 

 

3 Minutes of the 

Meeting held on 

21st November 

2013 

The minutes were accepted as a true record.  

  
 

 

Agreed Actions 

 

 

4 

 

Finance –  

Items for payment: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.  Invoice for 6 Hire Sessions of Village Hall 

dated 12th November 2013.   

2.  Electricity Account Statement from e-on 

January 2014 for £3.64.  Agreed for payment. 

 

1. As the invoice 

for the hire of the 

Village Hall did 

not include any 

dates it was 

agreed to 

withhold 

payment until 

this had been 

addressed.  CS 

to contact David 

Mulrennan 

2.  CS to explore 

feasibility of 

paying utilities 

on-line. 
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4 The Precept 

 

3. Councillor’s attention were drawn to the 

letter from Mid Suffolk District Council 

regarding the changes to the “PRECEPTS, 

TAXBASE AND GRANTS” as per the letter 

dated 24th December 2014.   

It was noted that the anticipated amount is 

£2200 plus grant of £147 making a total of 

£2347.00.   This was unanimously agreed. 

 

3. CS to 

complete 

Precept Form for 

signature and 

delivery to MSDC 

by 31st January 

2014. 

 

4. Outline budget for 

2014/15 

 

4. As this must be set by 31st March 2014, a 

first draft of Income and Expenditure was 

provided.  It was noted that the Council should 

be registered with the Information 

Commissioner’s Office and the relevant 

information had been inserted within the 

Expenditure for a full year. 

It was noted that the Parish Clerk would be 

acting in a voluntary basis and would not be 

drawing the wage for this function.  It was 

agreed that appropriate training would be 

funded by the Parish Council and a small 

contribution would be made for expenses. 

Consideration needs to be given to the costs of 

replacement of damaged gates and fences on 

the Village Green. 

Anthony Bryant advised the Council of a 

donation from The Crown Public House 

following its successful quiz night.  A cheque 

for £60.00 had been presented. 

 

 

4. For full 

discussion at the 

next meeting of 

the Council on 

20th March 2014. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CS to write to 

The Crown a 

letter of thanks 

on behalf of the 

Council. 

5 Village Green and 

Play Area  

 

 

1. It has been agreed that a village fete will be 

held on 20th July 2014 and it is noted from the 

November 2013 minutes that Amanda Austin 

has agreed to help with the organisation of the 

fete. Councillors were asked to consider 

whether they would wish to set up a Working 

Party to support Amanda Austin. This was not 

agreed.  However, the Chairman stated that he 

expected all Councillors to volunteer to help. A 

Risk Assessment will need to be undertaken. 

Councillors are aware that there is only £50.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Councillors to 

note the date 

and anticipated 

role. 

 

CS to organise 
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in the Village Green fund at present.   

 

2. A Risk Assessment of the Play Area also 

needs to be updated.  Further consideration 

must also be given to the ‘boarded’ entrance 

opposite the Crown Public House. Councillors 

were asked to consider this entrance to the 

village green at the corner.  Councillor Bryant 

said that he had spoken with Matthew Hicks 

who anticipated that money would be 

forthcoming to fund any changes. It was noted 

that when the entrances had been put in place, 

the hedge had not grown to its current height. 

the Risk 

Assessment. 

 

 

 

2.  Risk 

Assessment to 

be undertaken.  

Entrance item to 

be placed on the 

Agenda on 20th 

March 2014. 

6. Extension of 30 

mph Speed Limits  

 

Councillors were aware of discussions that had 

taken place in Council to date regarding this 

subject.  The Chairman had been keeping a 

watching brief on this matter and   updated the 

Council on progress.  It was noted that no 

further action could be taken as the Suffolk 

County Council would not agree to an 

extension of the 30 mph limit. 

No further action 

to be taken at 

this stage. 

7. Planning It had been thought that there were no 

planning matters to bring to the attention of 

Councillors.  However, it was found that there 

were two matters for consideration.  

1. Consultation on Planning Application 

3423/13 

Location: Lane Farm, The Street, Brundish 

Proposal: Demolition of pig buildings and 

construction of building for agricultural 

storage. 

Councillors unanimously agreed to the 

application. 

2. The District Council had contacted the 

Parish Clerk to find out whether in March 2013, 

Councillors had agree to the 

Proposed Diversion of Wilby Public Footpath 

No 7(part) .  It was confirmed that this was the 

case. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CS to inform 

Planning and 

Rights of Way of 

Councillor’s 

decisions. 
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8. Reports from  Mid 

Suffolk DC, Suffolk 

County Council 

and Police 

Matthew Hicks was the only contributor to this 

part of the meeting.  His January 2014 report 

read as follows: 

 

“Suffolk’s Better Broadband programme 

reaches the 10,000 property mark 

After four months of work on the project, over 

10,000 homes and businesses across Suffolk 

can now connect to faster broadband. This is 

part of a multi-million pound project involving 

SCC, BT and the government, to ensure high-

speed fibre broadband is much more widely 

available throughout the county, with a focus 

on the hard-to-reach rural areas.  SCC has a 

commitment that every Suffolk property will 

have broadband speeds of at least 2 megabits 

per second (Mbps) by 2015.  By then, 85% of 

these will benefit from superfast speeds of 

24Mpbps or more.  Every three months 

between now and the end of the project, a 

further 10,000 properties should receive 

access to broadband. Connecting Suffolk to 

high-speed broadband is a hugely-significant 

infrastructure project, bringing huge benefits 

to people across the county.  Crucially, it will 

put Suffolk ahead of the wave, when 

compared with broadband in other counties 

across the country, giving us a distinct 

economic advantage. To get more information 

on the role out please visit 

www.betterbroadbandsuffolk.com.” 

 

There was extensive discussion surrounding 

the current benefits of Fram Broadband and it 

was hoped that this would not be overlooked.  

Councillor Hicks was asked to take Parish 

Councillors concerns into account. 
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“Schools on track to pick up extra funding 

through free school meals 

Schools in Suffolk are set to receive over 

£10million in extra funding from the 

government, as a result of parents claiming 

their entitlement to free school meals for their 

children. Under the Conservatives’ ‘Pupil 

Premium’ scheme, schools receive an extra 

£900 for each pupil who is entitled to free 

school meals, or whose parents receive certain 

benefits.  At present, there are still 1,808 

parents not claiming the free school meals, 

meaning there’s still scope for schools to 

receive an extra £2million, if these parents 

chose to claim the benefit.  Thanks to a wide-

scale campaign by SCC, through schools, the 

number claiming free school meals increased 

by over 2,500 since last January, thus bringing 

in extra funding. Driving up standards in 

education is our top priority.  We must leave no 

stone unturned in seeking out opportunities to 

improve education in Suffolk.  Encouraging 

those who are eligible, to claim for free school 

meals brings in much needed extra money to 

Suffolk, money that schools can then use to 

increase teaching capacity and improve 

learning.” 

Councillors suggested that this item should be 

given prominence on the village web site and 

in the Parish Magazine. 

 

“Go-ahead given to ninth new care home 

for Suffolk 

The ninth of Suffolk’s new state-of-the-art care 

homes and wellbeing centres has been given 

the go-ahead, and will be built in Eye. 

Following SCC’s decision to go into 

partnership with Care UK, their proposed 

investment of £60million in ten new care 

homes and wellbeing centres has been moving 

forward quickly.  Now, the ninth of these, in 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CS to action 
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Eye, has been granted planning approval by 

Mid Suffolk District Council.  That means that 

nine of the ten homes have been granted their 

planning permission within one year of the 

project starting.  This new development, which 

will accommodate 60 residents, will be built 

next to the Hartismere Health and Care Centre 

on Castleton Way.  Work is scheduled to begin 

in April this year, with an opening date 

scheduled for the following spring. Protecting 

the most vulnerable people in Suffolk is a key 

priority.  With the number of people aged over 

75 with dementia expected to double by 2030, 

these purpose-built facilities, providing 

specialist care, will play a vital role in meeting 

our demographic challenges in the coming 

years.” 

 

“And finally: 

SCC leads the way in championing good rail 

service for Suffolk 

An SCC-organised conference brought 

together key figures last month to discuss the 

rail needs of people and businesses across 

Suffolk, and develop a clear, joined-up 

approach to achieving them. The 2013 Suffolk 

Rail conference was attended by Suffolk MPs, 

officials from the New Anglia LEP, the 

Department for Transport, Network Rail and 

Greater Anglia.  Business representatives and 

others who attended heard how rail 

improvements, such as greater frequency, 

could help connect businesses and make a 

big difference to the local economy.  A new 

rail prospectus is being developed for Suffolk, 

identifying the county’s needs and the actions 

required to deliver them.  This will be available 

for consultation in the spring. Only by 

businesses, politicians, local authorities and 

other key partners coming together can we 

deliver real change for Suffolk’s rail network, 

and make the county’s rail service as good as 

it can be for all those using it.”  

 

No other representatives attended the meeting.  
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Neither were there any other reports submitted 

for consideration by the Parish Council. 

 

9. Clerk’s Report The Parish Clerk advised that she would 

provide a regular update at meetings of items 

that Councillors might like to consider.  At the 

next meeting on 20th March 2014 there will be 

a short presentation regarding the revised 

Standing Orders.  Councillors were advised 

that Matters Arising and Any Other Business 

would no longer be Agenda items.  Therefore, 

it would be imperative to get any items for 

discussion to the Parish Clerk five working 

days prior to the Parish Council meetings. 

 

 

CS to prepare 

short 

presentation for 

next meeting. 

 

Councillors to 

note the need to 

advise of items 

for agenda five 

working days 

prior to 

meetings. 

10 Standing Orders 

and Financial 

Regulations –

  

 

To receive at the next meeting of the Council 

the Standing Orders and Financial Regulations 

appropriate to Brundish Parish Council to 

ensure that they are up-to-date.  The Clerk will 

be attending a short seminar at SALC at the 

end of January 2014 in respect of the Standing 

Orders. 

 

To receive at the 

next meeting of 

the Council on 

20th March 2014 

the Standing 

Orders and 

Financial 

Regulations 

appropriate to 

Brundish Parish 

Council. 

 

11 Correspondence E- mails had been previously circulated.  There 

was no other correspondence to draw to the 

Councillors attention. 
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12 Dates of next 

meetings 

It was agreed that these would be: 

20th March 2014 - Meeting of the Parish 

Council  

17th April 2014 – Annual Meeting of the Parish  

15th May 2014 – Annual Meeting of the Council 

(AGM)  

3rd July 2014 – Meeting of the Parish Council 

(to coincide with the preparations for the village 

fete) 

18th September 2014 – Meeting of the Parish 

Council 

20th November 2014 – Meeting of the Parish 

Council 

The time of all meetings will be 7.45 p.m. 

 

CS to publish on 

Brundish web 

site. 

  The meeting closed at 8.33 p.m.  

 

 

 


